
1 August 2022 

Inquiry Secretary,  

Legislative Council Select Committee 

Dear Secretary,  

Inquiry into the Provision of the University of Tasmania Act 1992 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission for this inquiry. 

I am a student at the University of Tasmania and am studying a Bachelor of Laws and 

Economics. I am now in the third year of my degree and have serious concerns about the 

recent changes in the teaching mode which have been adopted and the impacts these have 

on the learning experience of students, including myself.  

The University is required, under s 6(d) of the University of Tasmania Act 1992 (‘the Act’) to 

‘encourage and provide opportunities for students and staff to develop and apply their 

knowledge and skills’. This function is not being performed adequately under the new 

teaching mode which fails to prioritse such opportunities for students and staff. My third-

year economics workshops occur for three hours once every three weeks, amounting to 

four workshops total for the thirteen-week semester. Not only do these workshops occur 

irregularly, but economics lectures are also all pre-recorded, some being dated two years 

prior. This teaching mode has the effect of reducing engagement with the course materials 

as well as with other students and the teaching staff. 

There is a stark difference in my engagement with the economics school compared to the 

law school. The law school, through extensive staff and student advocacy has re-introduced 

face-to-face lectures; and workshops occur on a regular basis. This allows me to not only 

gain a deeper knowledge of the content but also engage in discussions with the teaching 

staff and fellow students, which results in a higher level of engagement. This teaching mode 

should be continued and adopted by the other faculties and should not be the exception to 

the rule. 
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The majority of my university experience has been online. I did not choose an online degree. 

The University has the opportunity to improve the performance of their functions, outlined 

in the Act, by reverting to a teaching mode where face-to-face learning is provided, and 

student engagement is prioritised. I urge this committee to consider whether the new 

teaching mode adopted by the University is providing students with appropriate learning 

and social opportunities.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

Mia Grant  

 

 


